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Kosovo Customs Officers demonstrate 

various detection tools and techniques to 

Ambassador Kaidanow.  

Photo: Arbnor Haxhibeqiri, Embassy 

Pristina, October 2, 2008 

 

Kosovo and Regional Alumni of US 

Government Programs in Pristina.  

 Photo: Afërdita Krasniqi, Embassy Pristina. 
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MMoonntthhllyy  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  

EEMMBBAASSSSYY  DDOONNAATTEESS  IINNSSPPEECCTTIIOONN  AANNDD  DDEETTEECCTTIIOONN  

EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT  TTOO  KKOOSSOOVVOO  CCUUSSTTOOMMSS  SSEERRVVIICCEE  

On October 2nd Ambassador Tina Kaidanow handed over inspection and 

detection equipment, including two static X-ray’s and a mobile X-ray van, 

to the Republic of Kosovo’s Customs Service.  Minister of Finance and 

Economy, Ahmet Shala and Minister of Internal Affairs, Zenun Pajaziti 

received the keys to the X-ray van and observed demonstrations of how 

the equipment is used to detect smuggled items by measuring density 

and taking X-rays.  This equipment, along with trainings for Customs and 

Border Police officers, is valued at over one million U.S. dollars.   By 

providing increased capacity to counter the threat posed by the flow of 

weapons of mass destruction and related materials and technologies 

across international borders, the equipment enhances Kosovo’s ability to 

keep its borders safe and secure.  The donation was made possible by the Bureau of International Security and 

Nonproliferation, Office of Export Control Cooperation of the US Department of State. 

 

RREEGGIIOONNAALL  AALLUUMMNNII  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  AADDDDRREESSSSEESS  

DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  PPRRIIOORRIITTIIEESS,,  OOCCTTOOBBEERR  33--55,,  22000088  

 

From October 3-5, over 60 USG exchange program alumni from Kosovo, 

Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia, Macedonia and Albania gathered in Pristina for a 

conference on "The Impact of Kosovo's Final Status on Regional and EU 

Integration." Organized by Kosovo U.S. Alumni (KUSA), the conference 

included three panel discussions addressing citizen participation in 

government decisions, taxation policies in economic development, 

fighting organized crime and facilitating regional cooperation. With 

their shared experience in the U.S. on State Department programs and 

their diverse professional and personal backgrounds, these motivated 

alumni forged important connections for future collaboration. The conference also included a reception and 

cultural visits for regional alumni to get to know KUSA members and to see Pristina. KUSA hopes to build more 

regional networks of alumni from all State Department exchange programs, both long-term programs like 

Fulbright and short-term exchanges like the International Visitor Leadership Program. Established in 2007, KUSA 

connects USG program alumni in Kosovo to each other and to the Embassy. Committed to serving its members 

and their work, KUSA is a new, important piece of Kosovo's developing civil society. For more information about 

KUSA, visit http://pristina.usembassy.gov/kusa.html.  

http://pristina.usembassy.gov/kusa.html
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Dr. Balazs Bodai discusses the future of 

breast cancer treatment as participants 

review his slides.  

Photo: Faton Vatovci, US Embassy Pristina 

 

Public Diplomacy Envoy Fran Drescher 

discusses cancer awareness and early 

detection with the Women’s Caucus of the 

Kosovo Assembly.  President of the Caucus, 

Flora Brovina, is to the right in the photo. 

The logo (BBCI) of the Balkans Breast Cancer 

Initiative  can be seen in the background 

Photo: Arbnor Haxhibeqiri,  U.S. Embassy 

 

WWOOMMEENN’’SS  HHEEAALLTTHH  EENNVVOOYY,,  FFRRAANN  DDRREESSCCHHEERR    

PPRROOMMOOTTEESS  RREEGGIIOONNAALL  BBRREEAASSTT  CCAANNCCEERR  IINNIITTIIAATTIIVVEE  

 

From Oct 7 – 9, Embassy Pristina hosted American Diplomacy Special 

Envoy for Women’s Health Issues Fran Drescher. Highlighting Kosovo 

as the newest country in the world with the newest breast cancer 

program in the world, The Balkans Breast Cancer Initiative, Ms. 

Drescher fielded interviews with 18 different media outlets, including 

Kosovo Serb media. She also taped the introduction to a three-part 

breast cancer documentary that was organized with TV COOP funds. 

The first installment was aired in primetime on October 8. Ms. 

Drescher also taped a few lines as herself for Kosovo’s most popular 

family sitcom. Talking about her reason for visiting Kosovo, she 

encourages the viewer to “Support the BBCI and early detection.” PAS 

also coordinated six free billboards with a picture of Fran Drescher 

saying in Albanian AND Serbian: “Early Detection = Survival” and 

inviting everyone to join Kosovo’s First Annual Walk for Breast Cancer Awareness on October 19. PAS had also 

gotten her “Tea Party” DVD subtitled in Albanian and Serbian and it was viewed by every group before they met 

with her. On her first evening, Ms. Drescher was welcomed by Ambassador Kaidanow and the President of 

Kosovo’s Parliament at a reception hosted by the Women’s Caucus. She made a presentation to the Caucus in 

Parliament the next day and visited north Mitrovica, giving an interview to Kosovo Serb media, including TV 

Most and Radio Kontakt Plus, as well as engaging with young people of all ethnicities at the American Corner on 

health awareness and early cancer detection. She completed her short visit to the country by conducting a 

roundtable with medical personnel and cancer survivors hosted by USAID and then spending the afternoon with 

U.S. troops at Camp Bondsteel, whose Commanding General had ordered all troops to wear pink ribbons in 

honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Ms. Drescher’s talk and Qs and As with the soldiers elicited a lot of 

emotion as a number of them are cancer survivors or have family members who are suffering.  To complement 

Ms. Drescher’s visit, PAS Pristina also coordinated the following: -- PSAs on early detection and the Walk on all 

three networks and on Serb radio throughout the month. -- She is featured in the October issue of Kosovo's 

TEUTA Magazine (their Vogue), along with the BBCI, the Walk and 6 pages of how-to self-exams and what one 

needs to know for early detection and follow-up. -- She'll be on the cover of the March issue of the same 

magazine (TEUTA) to highlight International Women's Month and as a follow-up to October activities -- and 

she'll be photographed for that cover by an Albanian Kosovar, Fadil Berisha, who is the official photographer for 

the Miss Universe contest. The magazine will also distribute free brochures on self-examination.  

 

UU..SS..  EEMMBBAASSSSYY  BBRREEAASSTT  CCAANNCCEERR  IINNIITTIIAATTIIVVEE    

EENNCCOOUURRAAGGEESS  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH  TTOO  SSEERRBBIIAANN  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTIIEESS  

Dr. Balazs Bodai, a renowned American breast cancer surgeon and 

creator of the U.S. Breast Cancer Research Postage Stamp, spent four 

days (Oct 14 -18) in Kosovo as part of the Embassy’s Balkans Breast 

Cancer Initiative (BBCI) for “Breast Cancer Awareness Month.” As the 

Keynote Speaker for Kosovo’s 2nd International Oncology Conference, he 

unveiled Kosovo’s own Breast Cancer Awareness Stamp and spent a day 

of outreach to Kosovo Serb men and women. He was interviewed by 

north Kosovo-based television station, TV Most (also broadcasts into 

Serbia and is the most watched television station by Kosovo Serbs). As 

the third Speaker on behalf of the BBCI to visit the north to advocate for 
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Students at the American Corner in north 

Mitrovica with volunteer speaker, Allen 

Wagner, third from right.   

Robert Meszaros, English Language Fellow 

 

early detection for breast cancer, in his 30-minute interview, Dr. Bodai emphasized the necessity of self-

examination and mammograms for all Kosovo women to fight the disease that attacks regardless of ethnic, 

racial or social background. He also advocated for women to empower themselves and establish better 

communication with the medical help providers in the region, thus overcoming their fear of medical 

examinations.  Afterwards, at the Media Center in Caglavica, near Pristina, Dr. Bodai lectured on the future of 

breast cancer treatment to 25 Kosovo Serb medical staff from the Gracanica General Hospital. The participants 

were intrigued by the new technologies presented, and praised Dr. Bodai for his endless efforts to assist people 

world-wide. Since the formation of the BBCI in December 2007, Embassy Pristina has made a concerted effort to 

reach out to all communities with this medical diplomacy initiative. 

 

SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS  SSTTUUDDYY  TTHHEE  UU..SS..  EELLEECCTTOORRAALL  SSYYSSTTEEMM  AATT  TTHHEE  

AAMMEERRIICCAANN  CCOORRNNEERRSS  IINN  PPRRIISSTTIINNAA  AANNDD  NNOORRTTHH  MMIITTRROOVVIICCAA    

Through lectures and a mock quiz show, university and high school 

students in Pristina and northern Mitrovica learned about the U.S. 

electoral system and the key issues driving the 2008 presidential 

election.  A group of American citizens living and working on a project to 

improve the University of Pristina gave talks on the Electoral College and 

on the process of party primaries.  Having worked for California State 

Senators, the volunteers discussed the importance of local and state 

level issues in presidential votes.  At the Pristina American Corner, 

students from the Pristina Medressa organized a quiz show on U.S. 

presidential history.  Complete with buzzers and timers, teams answered 

questions about the electoral process, the 2008 candidates, and past 

U.S. presidents.  American Corner programs like these enhance mutual understanding between Kosovo and the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 


